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MEMORANDUM ON 


v). G. CHAPMAN'S PROCESS FOR TAKING ARTISTS' PROOF'S FROM AN 
ETCHED OR ENGRAVED PLATE, WITHOUT USE OF' A PRESS. 

LAST SPRING IN ROME, MR. CHAPMAN, WHO IS AN EXQUISITE ETCHER, TOLD 
ME THAT HE BELIEVED THAT MR. HAMERTON IN HIS BOOKS ON ETCHING, STATES 
THAT THERE IS NO GOOD METHOD OF' TAKING A PROOF W I THOUT RECOURSE TO THE 
PRINTER AND HIS PRESS. 

MR. CHAPMAN FINDS THAT THIS IS NOT ONLY TROUBLESOME, BUT THAT 

« * * *>"?4 

PROOF'S SURREPTITIOUSLY TAKEN IN THE PRINTING OFF'I CES GET OUT BEFORE THE 
ARTIST IS READY TO PUBLISH HIS WORK. HE SHOWED ME, WITH LIBERTY TO 
MAKE IT KNOWN, A GELATINE PROCESS, WHICH HE HAS USED FOR SOME YEARS. 

RUSSIAN ISINGLASS IS SOFTENED IN WATER, THEN THE WATER BEING 
THROWN AWAY, IT IS DISSOLVED IN A WIDE MOUTHED BOTTLE IN WARM ALCOHOL. 

THE P t_ATE BEING INKED AND WIPED, THE GELATINE IS FLOODED OVER IT 
BY THE PROCESS BY WHICH A PHOTOGRAPHIC PLATE IS FLOODED WITH COLLODION 
OR WITH VARNISH. AFTER SOME MINUTES, AS SOON AS THE FILM OF GELATINE 
SE1S, AN ETCHING POINT IS RUN ALONG THE SIDES NEAR THE EDGES SO AS TO 
CUT !PHE FILM TO A STRAIGHT LINE. 

I 

IF IT BE DESIRED TO PRESERVE THE PROOF, THE PLATE IS LAID FACE 
UPWARDS ON A TABLE OR BOARD AND A SHEET OF DAMP PRINTING PAPER IS LAID 
AND PRESSED WITH A BALL OF SOME SOFT STUFF INTO CONTACT WITH THE GELA¬ 
TINE FILM. THE EDGES OF THE PAPER ARE GLUED TO THE TABLE OR BOARD AND 
THE WHOLE LEFT OVER NIGHT OR FOR SEVERAL HOURS TO DRY. 

WHEN DRY THE IMPRESSION IS EASILY TAKEN OFF THE PLATE. IT AD¬ 

HERES FIRMLY TO THE PAPER BACK INC AND IN APPEARANCE RESEMBLES AN INDIA 
PR OOF . 

I HIS PROCESS MAKES THE ARTIST INDEPENDENT OF THE PRINTER TILL HIS 


PLATE IS F INISHED. 






IT ALSO ALLOWS HIM TO STUDY DIFFERENT EFFECTS.BY A SKILFUL USE 

t\ri 

OF THE FINGER RUBBED ON THE PLATE AFTER IT IS W kW IHH l .D AND BEFORE THE 
GELATINE IS POURED OVER IT, THE GREATEST VARIETY OF EFFECTS CAN BE 
PRODUCED. A SOILED FINGER MAKING CLOUDS AND MISTS ON THE CLEAR UNETCHED 
SURFACE OF THE COPPER. MR. CHAPMAN SHOWED ME A VARIETY OF EXOUISITE 
EFFECTS PRINTED IN THIS WAY FROM AN EICHIMC-BY AN AMATEUR WHICH, WHEN 
PRINTED Clear, WAS RATHER BALD AND POVERTY STRICKEN. 


JULY 1876 



Ar ' " ' 11 it i 'iTi R, r I, [ [■■ i u i .it' ;t 


FOR 


MR. MC LEOD 


CURATOR OF CORCORAN ART GALLERY 


WASHINGTON. D.C. 
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